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revenue. The Chief Secretary is to meet a deputation on
Oct. 24th in reference to the matter.

The King Edward FZZ. Memorial in Belfast.
The sum now subscribed for the King Edward VII.

Memorial (which is to take the form of an additional block
to the Royal Victoria Hospital) amounts to &pound;13,046.

Oct. 19th. 
___________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Congress of Surgery.
THE first subject of discussion at the recent Congress of

Surgery was the Surgical Treatment of Exophthalmic Goitre.
It was introduced by M. Delore, who dealt chiefly with the
various methods of operating, and by M. Lenormand, who
described the indications for surgical treatment and the
results that had been obtained. Sir Victor Horsley explained ’,
the views of English surgeons on several points of the
question. He said that in the majority of cases medical
treatment was insufficient. When a patient had been under
observation for six weeks, and had undergone medical treat-,
ment, without benefit, an operation might be- undertaken.
M. Forgue of Montpellier said that in his opinion an operation ’,
ought not to be too long delayed. M. Girard of Geneva
spoke only on the application of thyroid ligatures previous
to a more extensive operation. M. Ceci of Pisa advocated
local anaesthesia in operations on the thyroid gland. The

subsequent speakers were M. Tavel, M. Doyen, M. Jonnesco, i
M. Alessandri, M. Morestin, M. Berard, and M. Van Stockum, li
the latter of whom was emphatic as to the danger of general ’i
anaesthesia, and said that he always preferred local an&aelig;s-

thesia in these operations. M. Broeckaert of Gand said that
in Belgium operations for exophthalmic goitre were not
common. M. Lucas-Championniere spoke of cerebral

decompression by opening the cranium. He said that his ’’

numerous operations had led him to think that this valuable
procedure had not been sufficiently taken advantage of. The

operation which he performed was a very simple one and
not serious ; it consisted in trephining, enlarging the

aperture with a gouge, and incising the dura mater.
M. Girard described the operative treatment of serous

meningitis. The next subject of discussion was the

Surgical Treatment of Duodenal Ulcer. It was intro- 
duced by M. Ricard and M. Pauchet, who confined
their remarks to the primary ulcer of the duodenum,
which was the classic form of the disease, whereas the

secondary ulcer presented no clinical interest. The

diagnostic points were the pain and the previous history of
the illness. The most frequent complication was perforation,
which might be either acute, subacute, or chronic. The
treatment of perforation consisted in lateral laparotomy and
suture of the ulcer in two layers with drainage of the sub-
hepatic space and the pouch of Douglas. An operation was
the only efficacious treatment of duodenal ulcer, gastro-
enterostomy being the most advisable procedure. M.
Ricard and M. Pauchet concluded by saying that the
French statistics of these operations did not show brilliant
results, probably because the operators have not had much
experience of duodenal surgery. M. Tedenat, M. Hartmann,
M. Jonnesco, M. Delaunay, M. Lardennois, M. Monprofit, and
M. Boeckel explained their views and mentioned the results
of their operations. M. Jeannel introduced a discussion’
on the Immediate and Remote Effects of Cutting Opera-
tions in the Treatment of Varix of the Lower Limb, and the
topic was continued by M. Mauclaire, who described the
treatment of the principal complications of varix-namely,
varicose ulcers, phlebitis, and rupture of the enlarged veins.
M. Ceci, M. Willems Boeckel, M. Villar, M. Tavel, M. Berard,
M. Alessandri, M. Reymond, M. Sabadini, M. Lardennois,
M. Paul Delbet, M. Viannay, M. Remy, M. Durand, and
M. Poussie also took part in the discussion.

Poisoning by Decoction of Poppy-heads.
At a meeting of the Society of Legal Medicine held on

Oct. 10th Dr. Dutilleul and M. Bonn, a.chemist, presented a
communication in which they stated that the employment of
a decoction of poppy-heads was very common in the north of
France and that death was unfortunately sometimes due to
this cause. They reported a case occurring in the vicinity of

Lille in which an infant aged 4 months had in the course of
eight days taken an infusion of three poppy-heads in a litre
of water. The child died and the necropsy showed several of
the ordinary indications of opium poisoning but no evidence
of organic disease to which the fatal issue might be
attributed. On analysis the viscera were found to contain
a dangerously large amount of alkaloid. In view of the
risks attendant on this method of treatment Dr. Dutilleul
and M. Bonn expressed surprise that poppy-heads should be
freely sold not only by druggists but even herbalists and
grocers, and they recommended the introduction of restric-
tions.

Treatment of Tuberoulosis on the Mediterranean Coast.
At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine, held on

Oct. llth, M. Debove read a report on a communication by
M. R6villet showing the results of the treatment of infantile
tuberculosis in the Dollfuss Sanatorium at Cannes on the
Mediterranean. In this institution children from Geneva

suffering from tuberculous disease of the bones, joints, and
glands are received during winter. Before leaving Switzer
land they are examined by a commission of which M.
d’Espine is the president, and they are again examined on
their return. The commission has found that excellent results
have been obtained from the treatment which includes daily
sea-bathing and heliotherapy. 

’

Granular Conjunctivitis.
An epidemic of granular conjunctivitis which has pre

vailed for some months in a certain quartier of Paris is an
obvious danger to the public health. This condition,
although extremely contagious and difficult to treat, is not
included among the diseases notification of which is com-

pulsory. The municipal councillors of several arrondisse-
ments of Paris recognise that the matter is serious and will
question the prefect of police on the subject. Dr. Dubief,
principal inspector of epidemic diseases in the depart-
ment of the Seine, is also announced to present a

report on the circumstances. The majority of the patients
are Jews and Armenians coming from Syria, Judea,
and Egypt. Deportation of the patients would be the most
efficacious measure but would be rather troublesome, as they
are from 250 to 300 in number, and it would also be

necessary to prevent them from returning. In this difficulty
the best courses would be (1) to compel all patients of
foreign origin and under the supervision of the police to

undergo regular treatment under pain of deportation, and (2)
to prevent the spread of the contagion by giving some
instruction in hygiene to all the French people who are
brought into contact with the patients through being employed
in the lodging-houses where they live.

Oct. 13th. 
___________________

NOTES FROM INDIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS)

Malaria Prevention in the United Provinces.
DURING the course of last year instructions were issued

from the office of the Sanitary Commissioner, United Pro-
vinces, to the municipal boards through commissioners of
divisions regarding the treatment of tanks and other water
surfaces with kerosine oil with a view to the reduction of
malaria. These instructions have been carried out in
several localities, while in certain others surface drainage has
recently been improved and insanitary pits and hollows have
been filled up with a view of diminishing the breeding
places of mosquitoes. Quinine has also been distri-
buted gratuitously in many districts. As the fish known as
" millions " are reported to be very voracious and to’feed on the
eggs, larvae and pupas of mosquitoes to such an extent as to
render it impossible for these latter to breed in the waters
frequented by the fish, a supply of them was obtained in
November last from England through the kindness of
Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. Pratt, 1. M.S., and Major W. Selby,
I. M.S. They are for the present being kept in the
Zoological Gardens, Calcutta, and are to be experimented
with as soon as they have increased to sufficient numbers.

Bera-beri and Rice.
The conclusions now so generally accepted that beri-beri

is a disorder of nutrition associated usually with a diet of
which white, or "over-milled," rice is the principal con-
stituent will probably have an important effect on the rice


